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Foreword

When the context is left out of news stories, you leave the door 
open for bias.

The Media Monitoring Group of Finland (MMGoF) aims to promote fair and accurate 
reporting by the Finnish media of underrepresented cultural, racial, ethnic, and 
religious groups. With growing cultural diversity in Finland, the media’s role in 
shaping public opinion and attitudes toward minorities becomes increasingly 
important.

The topic of migrants and asylum seekers is popular in the Finnish media. 

Between 13 March 2022 and 13 March 2023, a total of 1.38k stories (3.8 per day) appeared with the 

keyword “migrant” (maahanmuuttajia). The corresponding figure for social media postings was 14.6k 

(40 per day). Broken down in two periods, before and after the Swedish parliamentary election on 11 

September, news stories rose by 101.6% to 920, while social media postings soared by 315.5% to 11.8k.



The parliamentary election in Sweden is a key dividing line for this report.  The 
Sweden Democrats, a party with neo-Nazi roots, and the conservative Moderate 
Party successfully used the issue in their campaigns to win the election. As the past 
has demonstrated, the radical-right Finns Party (PS) had lured voters through news 
stories involving migrants and asylum seekers committing crimes in the 2011, 2015, 
and 2019 parliamentary elections. One of the many big “migrant scandals” the PS 
wants to exploit for the April election is the threat of “youth gangs.”[1] 

 
The power of the media, politicians, and institutions like the police can put 
minorities in Finland at the mercy of hostile accusations and toxic labeling, leaving 
them with little recourse to defend themselves. The situation sometimes resembles 
a turkey shoot from afar.

Currently, there is little empirical available data on how Finnish media portray 
minorities. However, based on our findings, news stories often tend to be one-sided. 
Coverage mainly focuses on negative events. Minority individuals are too often not 
given the opportunity to express their views in the media. Furthermore, stories are 
framed around stereotypical assumptions about minority identity rather than the 
specific circumstances and context of events being reported. As a consequence, 
minority groups often face heightened scrutiny for their actions. A vicious circle of 
blame and suspicion is the outcome.

For example, the sexual assault cases of Oulu at the end of 2018 and early 2019 
received much media attention and coverage. These cases were a sad example of 
how low the bar can fall in Finnish journalism. If it happened back then, our fear is it 
could happen again.

In the Oulu cases, around eight former asylum seekers were convicted of sexually 
abusing minors. However, the media, politicians, and police contributed to a 
distorted and negative narrative, almost reaching a state of hysteria. 

[1] The term “youth gang” is not used in Sweden. Such groups are referred to as criminal gangs in 
order to avoid labeling all youths.

https://www.migranttales.net/?s=a+perilous+watershed
https://www.migranttales.net/?s=Tapanila
https://www.migranttales.net/52776-2/
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From 14 November 2018 to 13 February 2019, Yle published 77 stories on the topic, with 13 stories on 

14 January published in a single day. By contrast, a case involving a pedophile ring that surfaced in 

March 2019, involving white Finnish males accused of sexually abusing 6-15-year-old boys, lasted only 

a week, with Yle publishing only seven stories. 

Interest in the Oulu sexual assault story died after the April 2019 election, and the 
same fate will most likely happen to the ongoing “youth gang” story. 

In light of the latter, has the media learned any lessons from its coverage of sexual 
assault cases?  

Even if coverage of the “youth gang” is toxic and harmful to minority youths, it has 
not reached the same levels as in Oulu. It could imply some mea culpa and that the 
media isn’t as gullible as before to the rhetoric of some politicians and police.

“The saddest thing about the youth gang debate is that it labels 
all minority youths (as potential criminals)”, said Jari Taponen, 
Helsinki Police Chief Commissioner

https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/police_suspect_finns_of_role_in_violent_international_child_porn_ring/10710075
mailto:https://yle.fi/a/3-11700573?subject=


Before the April parliamentary election, we chose two news topics - “youth gangs” 
and the security guards scandal - to highlight how Finnish media are acting to 
frame minorities. Our report suggests that news narratives are often one-sided 
and feed into harmful generalisations, labeling, and stereotypes. Good journalism 
should strive to publish fair and fact-based news. No need to use a bazooka to kill 
an ant.

Articles on youth gangs have appeared in the media for a long time. In 2014, PS 
MP Tom Packalén alleged that racialized youth gangs terrorized white Finns in 
East Helsinki. In 2020, Helsingin Sanomat sparked controversy by alleging that 
“dangerous youths” of migrant backgrounds roamed downtown Helsinki. Such 
stories continue to date and include negative and fearful imagery, contributing to a 
narrative that minority youths are violent and potentially dangerous to society.
 
The current media coverage surrounding Finland’s “serious” and “growing” problem 
of “youth gangs” is harmful because it labels all youths from migrant backgrounds 
as potential criminals. Another question arises: Who are these youths of migrant 
backgrounds? Are they Muslims? People of African Descent? Russian-speakers?  

The story about Finland’s “youth gang” problem gained momentum after Sweden’s 
11 September parliamentary election. It should be pointed out that the problem of 
criminal gangs in Sweden is serious and unique in the EU.

Introduction

https://www.migranttales.net/sensational-stories-about-youth-crime-by-brown-finns-tom-packalen-in-2014-lari-malmberg-in-2020/
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Before the Swedish parliamentary election (between 13 March and 10 September 2022), Yle published 

two stories with the keyword “youth gangs” (katujengit). However, from 11 September to 13 March, 

the number of stories soared to 27. Helsingin Sanomat’s “youth gangs” coverage rose by 333.3% 

to 13 from three, as did MTV (150% to 10 from four stories). Coverage by Iltalehti rose by 200% to 9 

decreased but retreated for Ilta-Sanomat by 66.6% to one. Within a year, the five media outlets 

mentioned above published a total of total of 75 stories, while all media outlets combined published 

436 stories. Social media coverage rocketed by 567%, with 6.09k stories (11.9.2022-13.3.2023) from 913 

(1.2.2022-10.9.2022).

The radical-right Finns Party (PS) started to spread the youth gang narrative in 
Finland.
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However, other factors such as socio-economic status or mental health, are 
rarely mentioned in the reporting. Moreover, there is no clear agreement among 
authorities on whether the number of “youth gangs” is increasing or decreasing 
and whether it is a problem that requires extensive media attention. 
 
The systematic use of force by security guards presents a different narrative in 
the media. Some media, like Yle, published stories that attempted to show how 
“professionally” security guards do their jobs. Even programmes like A-studio 
invited representatives like Chief Executive Niclas Sacklén of Avarn Securities and 
Securitas’ Jarmo Mikkonen to apologize to the public and play down the problem. 
Such talk shows have also seen anti-immigration MPs, like Mari Rantanen, claim 
that the whole industry should not be labeled due to a few bad apples.

Between 27 December 2022 and 1 March 2023, we studied a total of 159 news stories on the security 

guards scandal: Helsingin Sanomat (49), Ilta-Sanomat (42),  Iltalehti (24), Yle (23), and MTV (21) 

stories. Avarn Security appeared in 309 news stories (115 postings on social media) and Securitas 178 

times (391 postings on social media).
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Methodology
Sociological tools like critical discourse analysis (CDA) and narrative analysis (NA) 
are suitable tools for analysing how the media frames minorities. CDA, for example, 
helps us uncover how attitudes and discourses in society translate into text. NA 
helps us to understand how narrative shapes and makes sense of our world.  
 
MMGoF is particularly interested in analysing news stories from a minority 
perspective, using six variables to guide our analysis:
 

01. Headline:  
Does it accurately reflect the story’s content, or is it 
sensationalized? 

02.  Photos:  
Do they reinforce stereotypes or misconceptions?

03.  Sources:  
Are the sources credible or based on conspiracy theories? 

04.  Keywords:  
Do certain terms frame the story in a biased or discriminatory 
manner? 

05.  Lack of minority voices:  
Are the voices and perspectives of minority groups and experts 
adequately represented? 

06.  Omissions:  
What is left out of the story? Is important context or 
information missing?

In our analysis of hundreds of news stories, we have found that two variables 
are often missing: the inclusion of minority voices (#5) and important context or 
information (#6).
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Limitations

Although this report is one of the first of its kind in Finland, we 
recognize its shortcomings. We acknowledge our lack of resources 
to address everything the media covers regarding ethnic, religious, 
cultural, and racial minorities. We also recognise that this report 
does not cover other minorities (e.g. gender, LGBTQ+, and people 
with disabilities). We plan to broaden our future reports with such 
material and welcome feedback.



The “Youth Gang” Story

CASE STUDY 
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Even if publications like UMV, Suomen Uutiset, Kansallainen, Laiton lehti, PT-
media and others have clear xenophobic agendas, it is a mixed bag with the 
mainstream media like MTV and state-owned Yle, which  also use provocative 
images and headlines. In their coverage, one can find a photo of a police officer 
next to a threatening knife or baseball bat. There are also yelling gang members, 
squad cars, chaos, and danger to frame the topic.

STREET GANGS SWEDEN

CRIME THEFT

STREET GANGS STREET GANGS

Is “youth gang” violence such a big social problem social n problem as in Sweden that MTV resorts 

to using provocative images, headlines, and soundbites to frame the problem? Are minorities easy 

targets to bully by the media? 

 

Source: MTV

The “Youth Gang” Story



FINNISH MEDIA COVERAGE OF “ YOUTH GANGS”  AND THE SECURITY GUARDS SCANDAL (2022-2023) PAGE 15 

Yle also sensationalizes the topic. For example, on the A-studio talk show, the 
host, Marja Sannikka, introduced the “youth gang” topic like a crime thriller: 
“knives, violence, revenge, Finnish ‘youth gang’ crime grows at a worrying pace.” 
However, few programes have analyzed the media’s coverage of this topic, with 
Yle’s Viimeinen sana (Last Word) talk show being one of the few exceptions. Even 
so, the guests on the program undermined its credibility. The host did not ask Tiina 
Palmén of MTV why its website displayed threatening and provocative pictures 
and headlines. Another guest on Viimeinen sana, police officer Marko Forss, has a 
questionable history regarding minorities and migrants. Apart from making a racist 
joke about the Roma in public in 2012, he was an admin of a secret racist Facebook 
page with an estimated 2,800 members of the police that Long Play revealed.

Another problem of the Viimeinen sana talk show was that there were no 
minorities present.

Provocative “ youth gangs” headlines by different media outlets.

 

Source: Yle’s Viimeinen sana

 International street gangs are coming to 
Helsinki, even 13 yr-olds are in worrisome 
company - National Bureau of Investigation: 
The same as in Denmark and Sweden.

“Violent juvenile crime has soared, even 10 yr-
olds rob [people]”

 “Youth gangs beat children and youths in 
East Helsinki.”

 “Children manage the organized drug trade 
in Espoo. “Pockets filled with money.”

https://areena.yle.fi/1-50949233
https://areena.yle.fi/1-63997451?autoplay=true
https://www.migranttales.net/internet-policeman-marko-forss-criticized-by-deputy-ombudsman-for-spreading-stereotypes-of-the-roma/
https://www.migranttales.net/internet-policeman-marko-forss-criticized-by-deputy-ombudsman-for-spreading-stereotypes-of-the-roma/
https://www.longplay.fi/lyhyet/rasismi-rehottaa-poliisien-salaisessa-facebook-ryhmassa
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A further example of how the media frames minorities negatively was a story by 
Yle headlined Jengien juuret (Gang roots) with threatening flashing photos of a 
scary masked person. While the story attempted to give a well-rounded view of the 
problem, its use of pictures ruined the story. Another one by Helsingin Sanomat 
tackled the topic through rap music and asked if Finland is on the same path as 
Sweden. The article used exotic perks and special effects with pictures to write 
about social ills such as crime committed by youths. 

This article about youth gangs uses provocative and scary pictures to highlight the problem. 

Source: Yle
 
The “youth gang” narrative received a boost in December when President Sauli 
Niinistö warned  that Finland is on the same path as Sweden concerning youth 
violence. The president’s warning did nothing to offset the unfair labeling of all 
non-white Finnish youths.

The “Youth Gang” Story

https://yle.fi/a/74-20008459
https://www.hs.fi/kuukausiliite/art-2000009274303.html


FINNISH MEDIA COVERAGE OF “ YOUTH GANGS”  AND THE SECURITY GUARDS SCANDAL (2022-2023) PAGE 17 

Lessons Learned

• Put stories in context: do an estimated 100-200 members of 
youth in gangs warrant the current amount of media attention?

 
• Journalists should ask politicians if they use the topic to attract 

voters during an election year. 

• The media should clarify what type of youth violence they 
report: what is the age group, are they individual youths or 
criminal gangs? Is youth crime rising or falling? If so, in which 
age group?

 
• Instead of stating that we are on the same path as Sweden, 

what mistakes did that country make? How can we avoid them? 

• Police officials should clarify that the youths in “gangs” 
represent only a tiny fraction of the whole group. We should 
follow Sweden’s example and stop labeling whole groups and 
call youth gangs criminal gangs.

• Use less provocative pictures and headlines in stories.

• Engage other voices, like minority communities, in the debate.



The Security Guards 
Scandal

CASE STUDY 
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The Security Guards Scandal

The security guards scandal began on December 27, when it was announced that 
Avarn security guards were in custody for using excessive force. In early January, 
the tragic death of a woman at the hands of Securitas guards added more fuel to 
the fire. However, the media treats the topic differently from “youth gangs.” Stories 
involving security guards rarely mention the issue of illegal ethnic profiling and 
profiling in general. Finland’s first comprehensive study on ethnic profiling in 2018 
states that ethnic profiling is a common practice by the police, border guards, and 
security guards. None of the media mentioned ethnic profiling in their stories. 

From upper left to right: Securitas security guards detaining a lady that died at the Iso Omena Mall 

(MTV), the woman died on Saturday, 7 January (Ilta-Sanomat). Below: Avarn security guards roughing 

up a victim. (Helsingin Sanomat).

https://yle.fi/a/74-20010580
http://death of a woman
mailto:http://www.profiling.fi/mm/en/?subject=
https://www.helsinkitimes.fi/finland/finland-news/domestic/15438-ethnic-profiling-remains-a-problem-in-finland-suggests-survey.html
https://www.helsinkitimes.fi/finland/finland-news/domestic/15438-ethnic-profiling-remains-a-problem-in-finland-suggests-survey.html
https://www.mtvuutiset.fi/artikkeli/olivatko-nama-isossa-omenassa-kuolleen-uhrin-viimeiset-lauseet-poliisilta-odotetaan-nyt-tietoa-miksi-vartijat-paattivat-ottaa-naisen-kiinni/8613970#gs.p6c4bi
https://www.is.fi/kotimaa/art-2000009409809.html
https://www.hs.fi/kaupunki/art-2000009297716.html
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A recent scandal involving the head of FS Security posting a video on TikTok 
depicting a member of the Roma community shoplifting suggests that ethnic 
profiling is more common than thought among security companies. Ilta-Sanomat 
did not reveal the company’s name or the chief executive involved. 

With two others, Leif Hagert, an MMoF member, wrote to Helsingin Sanomat about 
the incident:

“It is essential that we prioritise creating safe spaces for minorities 
on social media and in public areas. It is our shared responsibility 
to ensure that security personnel stop taking measures against the 
Roma community and that we are treated with the same respect 
and dignity afforded to all individuals.”

The Security Guards Scandal

https://www.is.fi/kotimaa/art-2000009409809.html
https://www.hs.fi/mielipide/art-2000009416586.html
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Lessons learned

• While the media has provided extensive coverage of the issue, 
the lack of attention given to victims raises questions. Many 
stories published on social media and online publications 
involve victims of ethnic profiling, yet the media has not 
adequately addressed this aspect. 

• Only one story by Helsingin Sanomat specifically addresses the 
Romany minority, while another by Ilta-Sanomat mentions a 
person of foreign origin as victims. However, an anonymous 
security guards quoted by Iltalehti  has described a culture of 
violence and racism that is widespread within the industry. 

• The media’s reporting could be improved through more 
investigative journalism that also focuses on ethnic profiling 
and discrimination.

https://www.hs.fi/kaupunki/art-2000009315763.html
https://www.is.fi/kotimaa/art-2000009296486.html
https://www.iltalehti.fi/kotimaa/a/7d948792-c9b3-4588-90ff-943b058b072f
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Our report has revealed the role played by the media in shaping public discourse 
about minorities. It is disheartening that no media has challenged politicians 
strongly enough about how they exploit a topic like “youth gangs” and if there are 
links with Sweden’s and Finland’s parliamentary elections.   

Moreover, the “youth gang” story has exposed how the media, police, and 
politicians collaborate to spread a narrative about marginalized groups. Each of the 
three involved has a vested interest in exploiting stories about minorities: 

• The media gains viewers and advertising revenues.
• The police can secure more funding for fighting crime.
• Politicians appeal to voters.

Diversifying the newsroom is an important step in the right direction but should 
not be seen as a magic bullet. An article in 2019 celebrating Helsingin Sanomat’s 
130th anniversary showed a picture of a predominantly “white” newsroom. 
According to Statistics Finland, in 2021, 17.3% of Helsinki residents spoke a native 
language other than Finnish, Swedish, or Sámi. The corresponding figures for Espoo 
and Vantaa were 20.1% and 23.0%, respectively.

A representative of the Finnish media recently expressed frustration that minority 
communities rely more on social media than traditional media. Although the media 
plays a vital role in defending the civil rights of minorities and democracy, too many 
minorities mistrust the media. Understanding such a credibility gap is crucial if we 
want to include members of our culturally and ethnically diverse communities as 
equal members of our society. 

Conclusion

Finland has all the resources and social know-how to take steps 
to engage with these communities, listen to their concerns, and 
provide accurate and inclusive reporting to gain their trust. 

We hope to be a source of reasonable fairness in this important process, particularly 
as a voice from our culturally and ethnically diverse communities. 

mailto:https://www.hs.fi/kulttuuri/art-2000006308542.html?subject=
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mailto:contact%40reilumedia.fi?subject=Media%20Coverage%20of%20%22Youth%20Gangs%22%20and%20the%20security%20guards%20scandal%20%282022-2023%29%20report
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